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gold. He liked opening exhibitions. He was happiest
when he wore comfortable slippers and an old coat.
Despite his youth, his tastes had suddenly become
middle-aged.
In military matters his wife had ceased to look up
to him, and she rarely discussed affairs of State with
him. She was consistently indulgent towards him ; as
a woman she was more bound to him than ever, and
Francis was undoubtedly a charming lover, but she
sometimes wished that she need not pretend even to
others that he was an able soldier and statesman.
The letters she wrote to him while he was in Bohemia
during this decisive winter reflect her attitude towards
him, and show how tactfully she treated him. "Mon
cher Alter,"—my dear old thing—she once wrote, " I am
afraid that this letter will not please you very much."
Then, to begin her admonitions, she poses as a weak
woman needing advice: " But you will see from this
letter that I am telling you all my troubles." After
thus preparing him for something unpleasant, she breaks
it to him that she has decided to relieve him of his
command, though he is to retain the official title as
commander-in-chiel General Lobkowitz, a Bohemian,
was put in charge of the operations in Prague.
ChieSy because of Francis's earlier inefficiency, Belle-
Isle was not forced to retreat from Prague until early
in 1743, when all of Bohemia, with the exception of
Eger, which capitulated later in the year, had been
recaptured by Maria Theresa's armies. She was crowned
as Queen of Bohemia on May *2, 1743, the day before
her twenty-sixth birthday.
Those of her courtiers who remembered how womanly
and how gentle she had been when she was crowned in
Hungary, were startled by the change in h$r. Sfee

